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whether it be the Ptlg/im's Progress or one of Bacon's
Essays or Shakespeare's plays, that they throw indi-
viduality into this telling back so that no two tell quite
the same tale , that they leam incidentally to wiite and
speak with vigour and style and usually to spell well
Now this art of telling back is Education and is very
enriching We all practise it, we go over in our minds
the points of a conversation, a lecture, a sermon, an
article, and we are so made that only those ideas and
arguments which we go over are we able to retain Desul-
tory reading or hearing is entertaining and refieshing,
but is only educative here and there as our attention is
strongly arrested Further, we not only retain but
realise, understand, what we thus go over Each incident
stands out, every phrase acquues new force, each link in
the argument is riveted, in fact we have performed THE
ACT OF KNOWING, and that which we have read, or
heard, becomes a part of ourselves, it is assimilated after
the due rejection of waste mattei I/ike those famous
men of old we have found out " knowledge meet for the
people " and to our surprise it is the best knowledge
conveyed in the best form that they demand Is it
possible that hitherto we have all been hke those other
teachers of the past who were chidden because they had
taken away the key of knowledge, not entering in them-
selves and hindering those who would enter in ?

To-day we are in this position We realise that there
is an act of knowing to be perfoimed, that no one can
know without this act, that it must be self-performed,
that it is as agreeable and natural to the average child
or man as singing is to the song thrush, that " to know "
is indeed a natural function Yet we hear of the tncwna
which prevails in most schools, while there before us
are the young consumed with the desire to know, can we
but find out what they want to know and how they
require to be taught.